peubio nogymana Paycruna. — Tak 3auem ke
nomycry yrpyxaaTtk ceba? Ilpespennbie ko-
PBICTHEIE CTSAYKATEIH...»

JIulle DOAHABIINCH HA CAMYIO BEPXHIOKO
Teppacy, PaycTuHa yBUAeda cTaporo pada, cu-
ZEBILIET'0 HA KOPTOYKAaX y ABepeii.

— IIpusercTByIo Te6s, rocmosxa! — OH TOpo-
IJINBO BCKOYMJI M HU3KO IOKJIOHUJICH eii. — Boru
IpucIIany Tebs 00JIerYuTh Hallle HeCYacThe.

— Yro 3ro sHauuT, Muson? — cmpocuina
@ayctuna. — Ilouemy sgmecs Tak mycro? I'ze
CEHATOPHI M MOJKOBOAILI, TAe CIYIH U My3bI-
KaHTBI?

— HMmMnepaTop yenusmnica B TaJbHUX II0-
KOAX. — BepHbIii pab ¢ rpycrsio mocMoTpes
Ha Payctury. — OH cTaJ HeJOBEePYHUB U 100~
3puTesieH. B KaxkaoM uyesoBeKe OH BUIUT IIO-
AOCJIaHHOrO youiny. B kaskaom kyOKe emy uy-
AUTCA I'yOUTEJIbHOE 3€JIbe WU MOACHIIIAHHBIN
an. OH mouyTH He NPpUHUMAaeT OUIA. YMa He
IPHUJIOXKY, KaK oH emie »xuB. Cenatop Jlromuit
IPUXOAUT K HEMY IO yTPaM, HO UMIIEPATOD OT-
AAéT pacnopsAKkeHUe, He OTAEPrUBas 3aHABEC,
u JIronuii c Tpysom pasébupaer HeBHATHEIE CJIO-
Ba. Jlumpe ogHOrO MeHs OH JomycKaeT K cebe,
BEPHO, MOTOMY, YTO A CTap U CHYMKHJI eIlé ero
marepu. Ho moropornumes, rocmoska!l
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Pab6 nosés PaycTuHy uepe3 KPBIThIE JBOPH-
KU U IIepexosl B UMIIEpaTOpCKue IOKou. B BeI-
COKOI KOMHAaTe OBLJIO CyMepeuHO, II0UTHU TEMHO.

N Bcé xe daycTuHa pasridgena B yriy
KaKoe-TO CVIIeCTBO C PpacHnyXIINM JIMIIOM.
Pyxu u HorM ero 05111 06BA3aHBI CCOXIIIMMUCS
OMHTaAMH, U3-II0J HUX TOPYAaJIXA IIOJIyCTHUBIIINE
nanabupel. Oneraa HecuacTHOTO Oblia B IIBLIH
U rpsasu. BugHo, oH He B cuyax ObLI XOOWUTH,
a TOJIBKO IOJI3aJI IO Teppace.

daycTuHAa IIenHynaa pady, HIeflneMy BIIe-
penu Hee:

— K10 3T0, Munon? Kak mocMeJ a3TOT ypoZx
3a0bpaThCcs B UMIIEpATOPCKHE ITIOKOK ? BBIIIBBID-
HH ero OTCIofa U HaKaKu!

He ycmesa oHa AOTOBOPUTH, KaK yBHUJeEJA,
uTO pad MOYTUTEIHLHO CKJIOHUJICA 10 3€MJIH TIe-
peJ JeKaBIINM B YIVIY "KAQJIKHAM CYII[eCTBOM.

— WMmnepaTop, — IpousHec OH, — HAKOHeIl-
TO A NpuHéC Tebe PaJOCTHYIO BECTH!

daycrura momrarHysack. CIOBHO OCTPBIA
KHHYKaJI IIPOIIE MeX Ay €€ pédpaMu u IIy0oKo
BoH3uJcA B cepame. OHa HUKaK He OXHUIATA,
uyTOo GOJIe3HB 3allljla TaK JaJIeKO U IpeBpaTuja
uMIepaTropa B 6GesobpasHoro kKauexky. Cnéssr
IMOTEKJIU MO eé IeKaM, HO OHA CTUCHYJIa 3yObl
¥ IIOJaBUJIA PHITaHUAA.
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— Ts1 mpunina, @aycTura? — eJjie CJABIIITHO
IIPOTOBOPUJI UMIIEPATOP, HE OTKPLIBAA IVIa3, —
51 mpoBén 3meck qoJIrve Yachl, ¥ MHE BCE BpeMsa
MEePEeUINJIOCH, YTO ThI CTOUIIB PALOM U IIJIaYelllb
Hajgo MHOH. S 1 cefiuac He peIlIalCh B3TJISTHYTh
Ha Te0sa, 6010Ch, 9TO JUINE UTPa MOero BooOpa-
JKeHudd...

PaycTrHA MOOILIA K UMIOEpaTopy U Omy-
CTHJIACH BO3JI€6 HEro Ha MPaMOPHBIE ILJIUTHI
noJya. OHa IPUOOAHSJIA €r0 T'OJOBY U ITOJI0MKHU-
Jia e€ cebe Ha KOJIEHM.

— Taxk Tebe Oymer yaoOHei, MOM MWUJIBLIH
ChIH, — CKAas3aJja OHA.

«O, ecsu OB Y OOTOB OBIJIO XOTHh CKOJBKO-
HUOYAb MHUJOCEPAHA, — moaymasa PaycTu-
Ha, — OHU JaJju ObI MHE YMEPEeTh Hpekae, 4eM
f CKaXXy 9TOMY HECYACTHOMY, YTO OOJIbIIIE HET
HAAEXKIBI...»

U ona pacckasajia uMmepaTopy, YTO IPOPOK
n3 Haszapera Obl1 pacusaT B TOT caMblil HeHb,
Korjga oHa npuexana B Mepycanum.

daycTuHa TAXKKO B3goxHyaa. Her, ona Hu-
Korja He CMOYKeT CMUPHUTHCA C TEM, YTO CAYUH-
JIOCh.

— Ecau OvI 4 yBHUJIEJa 3TOT0 CBATOTO UYTh
panbiie... O, 4 morpeboBana ObI OT HAMECTHU-
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Ka... KTo 3HaeT, Mo)xeT OBITH, MHE IIOCUACTJIN-
BUJIOCE OBI crmacTH ero!

Ho x e€ yauBreHun1o, uMIitepaTop BbICJIYIIAI
€€ ¢ BeJIMUaiilIuM PaBHOAYIIINEM.

— Tax TBI JeMCTBUTEJNIBHO COKPYIIAellbCA
003TOoM? — OT3BYK IPUBBIYHOU A3BUTEIBHOCTH
IIpo3ByYan B ero romoce. — Mosa goporas cra-
pas PaycTtuHa, HeyKeaW Iejiad KU3HBb, IPO-
BenénHada B PuMe, He oTyuusia Tebs BEPUTH BO
BCAKMX OOMAHINMUKOB, YapOJAeeB 1 KOJAYHOB?

— OH He OBLT KOJAYHOM, OH BOUCTUHY OBLI
IpoOpoK! — ropsa4Yo Bozpazujaa PaycTuHa. —
Korna s yBunena ero, a mogymasia, 3To — Bor!

— BoT JerkoBepue JKeHIIUH, — HaCMeIllJIu-
BO CKaszaJ uMmmeparop. — fl pajx, 4To oH ymep.
On ObL1 ockopburenem llesapsa u OyHTOBIIU-
KoM. IIycTs cKOPOSAT 0 HEM HaMBHBIE W IJIYII-
LbI, JJIA MeHd Ke BCE CJI0XKHUJIOCH KaK HeJsb3d
yaadHen.

— OIATH TBOSA XECTOKOCTh U XUTPOCTh! —
B HerojoBaHWM BOCKJIMKHYJsa PaycTuHa. —
9Tto TO, uTO A H0JIbBIIIE BCEro He b0 B Tede!

— V3uawo Tebs, crapas KOpMHJIWIA, —
¢ YyCMeIIKo# cKasaa uMieparop. — Ho He Hamo
cnoputh. K ToMy JKe THI Bcerfja CUuTaellb, YTO
WCTUHA Ha TBOEH cTOpPOHE. ITO cKyuHO, Pay-
cruHa!
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®daycTuHa yxxe roroBa 0bLa BCIBLIUTH, HO
B 9TOT MUT OHA HeYaAHHO KOCHYJIACh J16a UMIIe-
patopa. Kosxa ero 6s11a Kak rpybas npesecHas
Kopa, HOKpBITasg JUOKou cmogoii. sKamocers
K HECYACTHOMY MI'HOBEHHO OCTY/1JIa €€ I'HeB.

— #1 roBopua o Hém co muorumu B Mepyca-
JuMe, — THUXO0 cKasasia oHa. — Her, on He co-
BepPIINJI [IPECTYIJIEHU, B KOTOPBIX ero o0Bu-
Huan!

— MoskeT OBITH, MOXKET OBITH, — YCTAJO
¥ IIPEe3PUTeJbHO IPOMOJIBUJ uMHIepaTop. — Ho
CKa’K!, eCTh JIX Ha CBETe YeJIOBEK, KOTOPLII 3a
CBOIO YKM3HB TBICAYY Pa3 He 3aCJIYKHUJI ObI CMep-
TH?

— Ax Tak! — B 3anaJBYUBOCTY BOCKJIUKHY-
Jga Paycruna. OHa He MorJIa CTepIIeTh, YTO0 0~
HOCHJIA TOT'0, KTO CTaJ AJis Hee OeclleHHOMN CBH-
TeIHel. — Tak cymaii sxe! 5 BeITepsa miaTkom
C €ro JINIla KallJay I0Ta ¥ KpoBb. Pa3Be He uyo,
YTO €r'0 HIPeKPAaCcHbIN JINK OCTAJICA N300paKeéH-
HBIM Ha MoeM nnatke? Bot, emoTpu!

N ®aycruna pasBepHyIa mepej] MMIIEPaTo-
POM CBOM MJIATOK M3 TOHKOH JIbHAHON TKAHU.

NMmnepaTop HaKIOHUICA HAL IJIATKOM
" yBUAeJ OJeIHBIN OTIEYATOK YEeJOBEUECKOTO
nuna. Kasamocs, nsobpaxkenue ciesaHo Kpo-
BBIO, CJIE3aMH U TEMHBIMHY TEHAMU CKOPOH.
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Bcé Hu)Ke CKIOHANCA UMIIePaToOp HajA TauH-
CTBEHHBIM HM300pakeHueM. Bcé apye u oTuer-
JIMBel mpocTynaao npekpacuoe auio. OH yBu-
IeJ1 KpOBb Ha BHICOKOM 4YeJie, TEDHOBBINA BEHell.
W BOoT mM3-3a CMYTHBIX, HESCHBIX OYepTaHUM
Imepea HUM 3aCHSIHN TJas3a, IOJHBbIE YHUCTOTHI
U BEJIUUUSA.

— YejioBex Jiv 3T0? — IIPOIIENTAJ] UMIIepa-
TOP TUXUM IIOTPSICEHHBIM rojiocoMm. — HYesoBex
JIK 9T0?

HNMiiepaTop YMOJIK, OH BeCh YIIEJ B CO3ep-
IaHMe.

— $I cropOJr0 0 TBOEM CMEpPTH, O THI, HEBE-
IOMBIil, — HPOIIEeNnTaJ OH. — ThI HCIIeNuJI Obl
Me€eHA. ..

Teneps OH BuzeJ nepes co00l TOJIBKO 3TH
cHSAIOIMeE I71a3a, MOJIHbIe JIIO0OBU 1 BCEIIPOIIle-
HudA. OHHU, Ka3aJ10Ch, OOHAXKUJIU ero cepalle.

— TsI — ueJIOBeK! — CKa3aJ OH CIIyCTs He-
KoTopoe BpeMs. — ThI — TOT, KOro A HUKOIrxa
He HajedJcda yBuAeThb. I U Bce ocTajlbHbIE —
TOJIBKO AUKHE 3B€PU U UYyJOBHUIIA, HO THI — 4e-
JIOBEK!

On, nmpesosMoras cJjabocTb U 00Jib, BCTAJ
Ha KoJIeHHU nepen usdobpakenunem. He cnyckas
C Hero rjas, OH BCEé HUKe U HUYKe CKJIOHSJ Io-
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JIOBY, IIOKa ero Jio0 He KOCHYJICS ILJIaTKa, pac-
CTeJIEHHOI'O Ha MPaAMOPHBIX IIJINTAX.

— CwmMusocTuBBCS HaAO MHOH, O HeBemO-
MBIi!.. — IOCJaBIIIAJICA ero HaZOPBAHHbBIH, U3-
MYYeHHBIU IroJioc.

bBegnas ®ayctuHa wmcmyrasachk TOrO, YTO
HaTBOPHUJIA.

«3a4yeM, 3a4yeM s II0Kasaja HMIEPaTopy
9TO CBsATOE JHUIO? — B 0ECIIOKONCTBE IMOAYyMA-
Jla OH&. — JTO MPUHECET €My TOJIBbKO JIUIITHUE
CTpajaHusi, IIPO3PEHbE HECBEPIIMBIIEIOCs
gyyza. 9TO MOs BUHA...»

B oTuasHHM OHA MOTAHYJA K cefe IIaToOK
# OBICTPO CIIPATAJIA B CKIALKAX OHEKIBI.

HMnepaTop mOAHAN FOJI0BY U B3TJIAHYJ Ha
Heé. U uro xe? PaycTuHa 3aMepJia IOTPACEH-
Has. JInmo umnepaTopa OYMCTUIOCH, HU CIeAa
npokasel! I'y1asa, Kak mpexkze, 30pKO U IPOH-
BUTEJBLHO IJIAge/ i Ha PayCcTHHY.

— CbIH MO, AUTA MOE, THI HCHeJIuICcal —
BHE Ce0sI OT BOJIHEHbS U CYACThS BOCKJIUKHYJIA
®aycrura. — Csepmmunocs! Tel ucuenuscs!
Yynmo cBepmuaocs!

Beuepom umMIiepaTop Bo3JieaJ Ha IBIIITHOM
JIOJK€, IOKPBITOM [OParoleHHLIMHA TKaHSIMU.
Pabsr nogaocuan emy u @aycTuHe pefuaiime
SICTBa Ha 30JI0THIX OJI0ZaX.
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— 3axxrure Bce cBeTuabHNKU! Bosbiie cBe-
Ta, eme 6oapiile! — npuKasaJg uUMIIepaTop, XoTsd
3aJI TAaK 1 CBEPKAaJI OTHAMU.

Nuorma ol mMCcKoOca IOTJIAAbIBAJI HA CBOM
XO0JIEHBIEe Oejyible pyKH, u PaycTHHA, DepexBa-
TUB ero B3IJIAL, IOTUXOHBKY CHUCXOAUTEJBHO
¥ JJaCKOBO yJIbI0OaIach.

BecTs 0 uyzecHOM MCIeJIEHMU UMIIepaTopa
HeBeJOMO KaK MHIoOM o0JieTesa Bech OCTPOB.
CeHaTophbl, COBETHUKHU, NPUOIUIKEHHBIC YHHU-
JKeHHO KaJHUCh K CTeHaM, H34aJd Hepellun-
TeJLHO HOTJISAbIBasd Ha UMIIepaTopa.

IIpoHBLIPEI U3 T€X, KTO IIOCMeei, ¢ IIOKJIO-
HaMM, CJIOBHO CTeJISICh II0 MPaMOPHBIM ILJINTAaM,
NOAXOAUJIN K JIOXKY uMIitepaTtopa. lx caankue,
BKpaJuMBLIe T0JIoca TeKJIU, Kak Mén. OHu Ha-
lesIJIACH JIECTBIO MepPexXBaTUTh IIepBbIe MMJIO-
CTH.

— O BeJIMKH, CKOJIb ThI yrojeH 6oram!

— JIrobumer 6oros! OHu efé pas U3bABUIN
K TeOe cBOIO 61ar0CKJIOHHOCTB!

Ho uMmmepaTop CJIOBHO He CJBIIIAJ XOP II0-
J000CTPACTHBIX TOJIOCOB, ¥ OHU, IOTEPSIHHEBIE,
CMYMIEHHO OTXOQUJIN, YTOO UCUE3HYTH B HACTO-
POYKEeHHOMN 1 MOJTYaJIUBOM TOINE IPUABOPHBIX.

NmnepaTop MOTAHYJICS, 3€BHYJ U IIOAHSAI-
cs ¢ noxa. IlomoskuB pyky Ha 1iedo Paycru-
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HBI, OH BBIIIEJI BMECTe C Hell Ha OTKPBITYIO Tep-
pacy, HaBucCIIyio Halx mopem. Illym m maeck
BOJIH MeIllaJiCA C IeHWeM NTul, 6Gaaroyxaam
HOYHBIE I[BETHI, ¢ MOPA AJOHOCUJICS IIPSIHBIH 3a-
Imax WOAHCTBHIX Bogopociei. Kpymnuble 10/KHbBIE
8BE3/IBI OT Kpas A0 Kpas YCHIIAJIN HeOOCKJIOH.,

— IIBopen nmpocTopeH u ya00eH, Mo cTapasi
KopMmuianna. Breibepu cebe s06ble moxKoum, Ka-
KHe TOJIBKO II0KeJjaelllb, JUIIh Obl OHU OBILIU
Bo3je Moux. Mos crapad BopuYyHbs, A Xouy,
9T00 MBI 60JIbIIIE HUKOT/[a He PACCTABAINCE, HI
Ha OAUH J€Hb.

— OnATh THI X0YeIlb KPOUTH UYIKUe KUSHU
IM0-CBOEMY, — YJILIOHYJIach @ayCTﬁHa. — Her,
Y MeHdA JPYrou IyTh, U g He coiAy ¢ Hero. S pe-
muna BepHyTheA B CabMHCKMe Iropsl K 6eZHOMY
BHHOT'Daapio U ero xeHe. 1 Xxouy KpecTuThCA
U cTaTh XpucTUaHKO#! I aT0 pemmaa B cBoéM
cepAIle, KaK TOJbKO YBHIeJA HPopoka m3 Ha-
3apeTa, HO TOJIBKO He Cpa3y 0CO3HAaJa 3TO.

HwmunepaTop moBepHyJics Kk PaycTuHe, IpU-
CTaJIbHO BIJIAABIBASCH B €€ JINILO.

— Ilo TBOEMy rosocy s cablmry, 4to Tebs
OecIloJIe3HO OTrOBapUBATh, — C IIEYAJIBIO CKA-
3a] oH. — [la u ynpsIMBIil TBOM XapaKTep MHe
XOPOIIIO M3BECTEH.
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— Muwuiblii MO CBIH, — THXO cKasaJsa Pa-
yCTHHA, — €CcJH 0e3yJep:KHbBII 'HeB UJIU pas-
IpaXeHbe BHOBbL OBJIAZEIOT TO0O0I, BCIOMHH
TOr'0, KTO COBEPIINJ YyJA0 U IpHUHEC Tebe uc-

mesenue. Benomau Ero!.. — M gobaBmuna tak
THXO0, YTO UMIIEPATOP Aarke He pacCJblIIan: —
IIpomaii...

Korza mmnepaTop orisuyJacs, PaycTUHBI
PAIOM C HUM y2Ke He OBLIO.

HNMmneparop omépca o MpaMOpHBIe Ilepuja
b6amoctpanbl. OH MoJIYa BCMaTpPUBAJICA B U30-
FHYBIIWACA HaJ MUPOM 3BE3AHBIN HEeOOCKJIIOH,
a 3BE3IbI OTBEYAJIA €My CBOUM CBEPKAIOIIUM
MOJIYaHbEM. ..

A ®PayctuHa BepHyJaach B CaOUHCKHE I'Opsl
K Mapuu u JloMmucTrany ¥ BCKOpe KpecTUIach.
IIpu KpeleHuy oHa moay4ymnia uMa Beporuka,
4TO 3HAUUT <«MCTHHHOE H3o0pasxkeHue». Bexb
el OBLLJIO CY K AEeHO IPUHECTH JIIOAAM UCTUHHBII
o6pas mamrero Cnacurenss Mucyca Xpucra.



