Mumo JaBKU OIIPOMETHIO, HOZOOPAB ONEIK-
IbI, CIIOTBIKAACh, HaJleTasA APYT HA Apyra, Mua-
JUCH JaroAu. CABIIIHEI OBIIA UX Pa3sOpPBaHHBIE
BETPOM I'0JIOCA:

— Boucruny, on 6511 Ceia Boxxuii!

— 3aBeca B Xxpame pasozpaJiack HagBoe!

— Kamuu norpeckanucs!

— Boske! Yto 6yner ¢ Hamu?

Xo03aUH TpACymieHcs PYKOH BHOBH 3aiK6r
TYCKJIBIM CBeTHUJIbHHUK. ThMa 33 OKHOM Men-
JIEHHO pejiejia, pacceuBaiach. BiegHsre ayum
COJIHILA TVIAHYJIW B HU3KOE OKOHIIE JTaBKU.

B Gesrpicxonno# Tocke PaycTuHA CTHCHYIA
PYKH.

— Cynsnunuii, Apyr Moi, 4To HaM TeIlephb
nenathb? Bee konueno. Ero 6oapite ver! DTo 6511
BeJUMKHUH npaBegHuk. O, rope BceM: u TeM, KTO
cojesii, ¥ TeM, KTO AONYCTUJ ero rubensb. Te-
IIepb HUKTO ¥ HAYTO He CHACET MMIIepaTopa...

Tennsle mnpospaunsle BoaHBE HabGeraau
U COCKATB3bIBANU C KPYTBIX YCTYIIOB OCTDO-
Ba Kanpu. I'myboxo BHU3Y ci1abo cBeTHIHCH
IPpUYYAJIUBBIE KOPAJJIOBEIE I'POTHI. DaycTHUHA
u Cynpnunuii comnu ¢ Kopabis Ha OCTPOB.

— Moii Beprsi Cynbunmuii, g ogaa noigy
K uMnoepaTropy, — ckasana Paycruna. — Taxk
MHe Oyzer jierue.

68

Cyapnunuii mosya xkuBHyJd. OH cMoTpel,
kax PaycTHHA IOJHNMAaeTCsa BBEPX IO IIMPO-
KOM MPaMOPHOM JIECTHHUILE K ABOPILY MMIIepa-
TOpA.

Kyna mesanach eé BeauuaBas OCaHKA, JIEr-
Kaa noctymnb! Temepsh 1o JecTHUIE € TPYAOM,
eJie IepecTaBJIsAd HOTHU, TO U AeJI0 OCTaHaBJINBA-
fCh, YTOOBLI OTABIIIATHCH, IIOAHUMAJIACE APAX-
Jlas, CJIOMJIeHHAs ropeM crapyxa.

daycTUHA, OTIAHYBIIUCH, C YIAUBJIEHUEM
yBUEJIA, UTO BCE BOKPYI IIPUIILIO B yHAaI0K
U pasopenue. B TpemmHEax Mexy MPaMOPHBI-
MM ILTUTaM¥U Opo0uBaiack copHad Tpasa. u-
KHUH KYCTApHUK JIOMaJl ¥ KPOIIHWJI KaMHHU 0a-
JIoCcTpazbl. B TpelquHaxX HeIOABUKHO JIeKaIn
cepo-seji€éublie amepulibl. Baecramumu riasa-
MM OHH! HpoBOKany PaycTuHy.

Ho 6osbmie Bcero PaycTuHy IIOPasuaIN TH-
HIuHAa 1 6e3J10/be, IlapuBIIue BOKPYT. B mpex-
HHe BpeMeHa II0 JeCTHUIlE CHOBaJId BBEPX
U BHU3 TOJOEI paboB, BOWMHOB, TAHIIOBIIIHIIL.
BenmkaHbI-TUBUAIEI HECJIU HA HOCHUJIKAX Ce-
HATOPOB, MCKaTejlell MHJIOCTeHd HMIlepaTopa
u ymaun. Hu ogmoit sxkuBoit gymmu! Tumwna
U 3allyCTEeHbE.

«Temeps HUKTO He OOUTCA rHeBa UMIIEPATO"
pa, He KAET OT Hero AapoB U IoJa4veK, — C Io-
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— IMomanyit, HaM JydYIlle CHEIIUTHCA
U flaJblile UATHU IeIKOM, — MpadHesd BCE 00JIb-
me, ckazan Cynpnunuit. — Jlums 661 v Tebs
XBaTUJIO CHUJ OOWUTH OO ABOPIlA HAMECTHHKA.
Tam npumyT Tebs ¢ mMOLOOAIOIUM IIOYETOM,
a y’K MOTOM MBI IOJlyMaeM, UTO HaAM JeJlaTh.
1 6orock 3a Tebsa, Payctuna, 6010CH, Tebe He
II0J, CULJIY COBEPIITUTE TO, UYTO THI 3a[yMaJia.

— TBI He 3HaeNIb, CKOJIBKO CHJ Yy JIOOBHA
U OTUadgHbsA, — THUXO0 Bo3pasujaa PaycruHa
Ho T8I npas, naBaii cie-

U TYT >Ke nobaBuia:
IINMCH, BEDXOM TYT He Ipoeellb. MbI TOJIBKO
IIOIIYCTY IIOTPATUM BPEMA W HUUETO HE Y3HAeM
o mpopoke u3 Hazapera.

— O npopoke u3 Hazapera? — mogxsaTuia
IOHad YEepPHOBOJIOCAA YKEHII[MHA ¢ MaJeHbKUM
pebGEHKOM Ha pyKax. ['J1aza y majgsuyrasa 6L
Kpyraesle u Ogectsiqume. OH cocajl HaJIbUYUK
U norjaaslBan Ha PaycTUHY TaK MIAJIOBJINBO,
YTO TOM 3aXOTEeJOCh MPUJIACKATEH IIPEJeCTHOIO

pebeHKa.
— IlocmoTpu, rocmoka, — NPOAOJIAKAIA
MoJlofasd UyAessHKa, — BUAUIIL, TAM Y CTEHBI

CHUIUT 4YesjoBeK. JTo IIéTp, yyeHHMK IIpPOpoOKa.
Cnopocu ero, y:X OH-TO HaBepHOe 3HAET, TIe
HAWUTHU TOTO, KOT'O ThI UIIEIIb.

58

daycTuHa BbIOpagach U3 TOJIILI U ITOAOIILIA
K UYeJOBEKY, CHUEeBIIEeMY IIPUBAJIUBIINCH CITHA-
HOI K KaMeHHOH orpaze. OH cuaea CKOPYHB-
OIKMch, 00XBAaTUB KOJIEHV pyKaMu, HU3KO OOy-
CTHB roJIOBY.

— Hpyr moit! — PaycTuHa HETEepIEJUBO
TPOHYy.JIa ero 3a mie4o. — IIpomry Tebsa, ckaku,
rjge MHe HAWTU TBOEro y4UTeJd, IPOpPOKa U3
Hasapera?

Yes0BeK B3APOTrHYJ XU HNOAHSI ronoBy. OH
OBLI eIll€ He CTap, HO B T'YCTHIX YEPHBIX BOJIOCAX
sApKo Osecrenu ceable npsaau. Kaxkoe-To Bpemsa
oH 6eccMBICJIEHHO BIUIAAbIBasIicA B Jnio Pay-
CTHHBI, CTApPaACh MOHATH, O YEM OHA CHPAaLIN-
Baer.

— 3aueM THI My4Yaelrb MeHA? — IIPOCTO-
HaJ 0H. — YTo Tebe Hamo? Uam cBouM mIyTeéM,
3HaTHasaA pumiaaHka. OcraBp mensa... — Kasa-

JIOCh, OH B TOT ke MHUT 3a0b1a1 0 PaycTiuHe, 1O-
[VIOIIEHHBIN OMHOH! KI'yUuei, MoK paloIen ero
6osp0. — Tomoc moero yuurens... f ciasinry
ero, OH rOPUT BO MHeE, cep/ile MOE 00YTJINI0CH:
«ITérp, ITéTp, B 3Ty HOUB, IPEXK e YeM IIPOIOET
IIeTYyX, Thl TPHKAbI OTPEUYEIIbCA OT MeHdA...»
W a orpékcsa. TpuK bl OTPEKCS OT CBOETO YUU-
Tensi. Boxke, Oyap MHJIOCTUB KO MHe, I'peIl-
HOMY!
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Kpacusas nygesanka ¢ pe6EHKOM Ha pyKax
TOXe mnogomnina mobimske. Maarorka, YTO-TO
JIACKOBO JIelleua, nmorsauyJcs K Ilerpy.

Ho IléTp omHUM NpPBLKKOM BCKOYMJ Ha
HOT'M, KHHYJICS B TOJIITY U MCYe3.

@aycTHHA ¢ HELOYMEHUEM IIOCMOTpesIa eMy
BCJIE.

- — O9TOoT uenoBeK Oe3aMepHO crpazaer. Ter
cabliral, CyJIbIUINE, YTO OH cKasaul: «f Tpusk-
OBl OTPEKCA OT CBOEro yuymTeJsd...» Hecuact-
HBIN... OH IOTEpPAST pa3yM OT rops, OT HET'O MbI
BCE€ paBHO HUYero He y3Hau 0nl. [Toliném najis-
Ie...

— Ax, mocroiite! — Mosogas keHOIUHA
ocraHoBuna Paycrury. — CMOTpHU-Ka, BOH
upér Uyna! On Toxke yueHnk npopoka us Haza-
pera. Ho uto ¢ HuM? Kakue y Hero crparigsie
raasal Ecou He moGoHINIbCs, CIPOCH €ro O IPOo-
pPoKe. A Xo4ellb, A cIpomy cama?

Ona npoTucHyIach 4epes TOJIIIY U YXBaTHIa
3a pyKaB HEBBICOKOI'O MY KUUHY.

PaycTrHa JUIIb Ha MUT B3TJIsAHYyJIa Ha Uyny
U TYT JKe OTBeJia B3Ik, UTo-To oMep3uTesb-
HOe, Iyraroliee ObLJIO B ero juie. Tak BuIria-
AUT YeJIOBEK, 3aMBICAUBIINM MU COBEPIIHUB-
IIUH yoKaCHOE 3JI0LeICTBO.
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— I'ge Bamr yunteab? — CIPOCUJIa MOJIONASA
JKeHIIMHA. — BBI, ero yueHuKH, pasdexainch,
npsiuack B Toamne. e ske mpopok u3 Hasapera,
orBeTh MHe, Uynal

Ho Myna cTUCHYTBIMH KYJIaKaMU C CUJIOK
ynapui cebs B TPDYAB, OH CIOBHO 00e3yMeJt.

— §1 6pocu TpuAIATE cepeOPEeHNKOB B Xpa-
Me, Ho uto ¢ toro? Ilosamo, mosaHo... — Ha
rybax Wyzasl BeicTyIMIa IeHa. PaycTrHe IO~
KasajJoch, B ero IJjasax KJyOuTcsa YEpHBIA
IBIM. — 3a TPUAILATH CepeOPEeHNKOB A ImpeaaJ
KPOBb HEBUHHYVIO...

C uccerynaénusim BomsieM Myna pyxHya Ha
KaMHH, ¥ er0 CKPBLJI MYTHBIHI CTOJI0 IIBLIN, ITOA-
HATBIN IPOEXaBIINM BCAJHUKOM.

Korpa BcagHuK CBEPHYJ 3a yroJ d IBLIb
ocena, Myna yxe ucues.

— Ou uyto-To 3amymaia. Mena Opocuio
B PO b, — C BHE3AIIHOM yBePEHHOCTHIO CKas3a-
jaa @aycruHa. — Cynbmounui, Thl BUIEJ B €T0
pyKax NIMHHYIO BepEBKYy? A ero riasa? ITo
riasa MepTBernia. Mo»KHO OAYMaTh, OH celydac
OOUAET U yAaBUTCH.

TeMm BpeMeHeM IIPOXOXKUX CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE
poapmre. Hanpacuo Cysbnunuil NbITAJICS pas-
IBUHYTH TECHYIO TOJIIY, 4T00 yOepeus PaycTu-
HY OT TaBKU ¥ TOJIYEH.
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— Mue cnaércs, Bce HAIY YCUITHST Hampac-
HBI. — PaycTHHA COBCEM Maja AyXoM. — Yue-
HUKHA TIPOPOKa HECYT KaKyIO-TO HEBHATHILY,
yberaror B cTpaxe u CMATEHUH, KaK 3aTpaBJIeH-
Hble 3Bepu. MosKeT, UX yUUTeIb YTPATHI CBOIO
neauTesnbHyIo cuny? Her, 60f0ch, oH He coacéT
HEeCYaCTHOI'0 UMIIePaTopa...

- C 6osbiuM Tpy oM OHU LoOpaauch 10 KOH-
ITa yIOYKH ¥ OKa3aJIMCh HA TJIOIIAANA, 3a0UTOM
TOJIIaAMU JIIOJEiA.

Bpanu, ckBO3b jkapkoe MapeBo, OHH pas-
IJIAZEJU BBICOKMH ABOpEL, PUMCKOTO HAMECT-
HHUKAa, OKPY’KEHHBII MpaMOPHOH KOJOHHALOMH.

— BoT u KoHen Hamero myru, — CYPOBO
U pemunTenbHO crasan Cynsnunuii. — TwI cue-
Jlaja Bceé 4To morjaa, ®Paycruna. S ke BUXY,
CHUJIBI TBOM Ha ucxoze. fI me mory mpumectn
HMIIEPATOPY CKOPOHYIO BECTH O TBOEH KOHYM-
He B MMyTH. YK KaK-HUOYIb MBI nobepémes go
ABOPIIA HaMeCTHHKA. TaM B TeHHCTHIX 3ajax,
Ha MJATKOM JIO¥e€, Thl OTJOXHEIIb... [[0BOIbHO
GecIieTbHBIX TTIOMCKOB M PACCIIPOCOB. Bynas pas-
yMHa, PaycruHa. Ilopoit sydrnue HaMepeHbsS
U HaZeXXJbl TaloT, KaK CHBI.

DaycTuHa ¢ Ge3HANEKHBIM B3IOXOM ony-
cTuna royosy. [la, masepro, Cynsnumnuii npas,
HaZlo CMUPHUTHCH, €i He CIIACTH UMIIepaTopa...
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BaTo BpeMs u3faniexa moCHAbIIIaJNCh JUKNAE
kpuku u mym. OT gBOpIIa HamMecTHUKA K Bpa-
ram CrnpaseanuBoctu u Ha ['osrody asura-
JIOCH IIeCTBHE C MPECTYITHUKOM, OCYIKAEHHBIM
Ha pacuaTve. Briepenu 6eCHOBAJINUCH KaKHE-TO
IIO/IBBINUBIINE IOHIIbI. BUIHO, OHU KPENKO Ha-
KayaJuCh BUHOM M Telephb BOIIUJIU U pasMaxu-
Baau pykamu. OHM OBLIM B BOCTOpre, 4TO HAa-
TelnaTcs 3peulieM, KOTOpoe He KaKAbIi 1eHb
IOBEIETCSA YVBUAETH.

Besen 3a HUMH, MCIIYTaHHO NMPUKaBIIKCH
IPYr K APYTY, IOLJIM JKEHIIUHBI B TEMHBIX I10-
KpeiBasiax. OHUM B CMATEHUU JOMAJIU PYKHU
Y IIPUTJIYINEHHO PHITAJIN.

YyTh I100JaJIb TANTUINCH HUIME KAJeKH.

— O Boxe, — 0oT4agHHO B3BLIBAJIU OHU, —
crnacu ero! Ilomu cBoero aHreja u cracu ero!

ITorom mokasajiuch pUMCKHWe BOWHBI, HAl-
MEeHHBbIE, PaBHOAYIIHBIE, Ha TAMKeEJbIX MOIY-
YnX KOHSAX.

U Bor HaxoHen dPaycTuHa YBUIEIA OCYX-
IEHHOTO HA pacnATUe.

ITanaum B3BaNMUIU €My Ha MJIeYH rpysHmI‘fI
nepeBsHHEBINA Kpect. Ilog ero TAMXeCTBIO OCYHK-
NEHHBIM HU3KO0 CKJIOHUJICA K 3eMJIe, ¥ JINIa ero
OBLJIO HEBO3MOJKHO pPas3TIsiieTh.
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C nzymnenuem PaycTuHa yBHUIEIA, YTO HA
OCYXXIEHHOM ITyPIIYPHBIN IIJIAII, a Ha IoJIOBe
TE€PHOBLIN BEHEI] ¢ KOJIOYUMY IITUIIaAMH.

— 3a 4YTO ero NpUrOBOPHUJIM K Kasuu? —
CIIpOCHJIA OHA.

— Om= 3axores craTh apéM, — OTBETHJI et
KTO-TO U3 CTOAIIUX PATOM.

— Torna emy npugércs ymepers u3-3a ey,
KOTOPO# HE CTOMT JOMOTaThCH, — C IPYCTHIO
npomoasuiaa Paycruna.

Mesxny Tem mamauu o6BA3ATH OCYIKAEHHO-
I'0 BEPEBKOM U HavaIu 6e3Kaq0CTHO TAHYTE 34
Heé, 4YTob 3aCTaBUTH €ro UATH onIcTpee.

JHeHmuHLI, He mOMHSA cebs, ¢ PHIAAHUAMU
Opocuiuch K HeMmy. Kakue-To IOHOIIH TOTBIMU
PYKaMM IBITAJINCH PasABUHYTb OCTPhIE CKpe-
IIEHHbIE MEYMH,

Ho BonnsI ¢ 6pasbio 1 yrposaMu OTTeCHUIN
X U IVIOTHBIM KOJIBIIOM OKDYKUJIA OCYKE6H-
HOTO.

YeablniaB MCIyraHHbIE FOPECTHBIE I'0JIOCA
KEHIIUH, OCYKAEHHBII IOAHAJ I'0J0BY, u Pa-
yCcTuHAa yBuzeJia ero juio. Oxo 6su10 BCé B Oa-
TPOBBIX IIOATEKAX, a ¢ BBICOKOTrO OJ1eHOrO JI16a,
U3PaHEHHOI'0 OCTPBIMHM TEPHOBBIMM HIUIIAMH,
KalaJia ajiasgd KpOBb,
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daycTruHA TOJIBKO HA MUT BCTPETUJIACH C HUM
B3IJIAAO0OM, U TYT JKe BCE, 4YTO OKPYIKaJIO e€, Io-
MEPKJIO, IIOracyi0, OCTAJUCH TOJBKO €ro 1Jiasa,
HoJHbIe cBeTa. B HUX He OBLIO HU cTpaxa, HU
6oJin, TOJNIBKO Oe3rpaHUYHAasA JIOOOBL U COCTpa-
JaHue K Hell, K PaycTuHe, U AaJblle, 4 IIUPeE,
OXBaTbhIBaA U OCBEIlas BECh MUP.

HeBosnbHo, 3a0bIB 000 BCEM, KaK 3aBOPO-
JKeéHHad, PaycTUHA HIaTHYJIA K OCYKAEHHOMY.

BouHBI HEOXOTHO, HO BCE-TAKM PaACCTYIIM-
JICh NepeJ 3HaTHON PUMJIISTHKOM.

Cné3bl HEBOJILHO XJIBIHYJIU u3 riaa3 day-
ctuHbl. E€ ayimy Hamo/iHWuIa IPOH3UTEIbHASA
JKaJOCTh U CKOpOb. Pacrasanu u ucuesnu rep-
3aBIIMe e€ nmevaJyu u Tpeporu. Cama He co3Ha-
Bafd, UTO OHa JieJaeT, XKeJlad OJHOTO — XOThb
KaK-HUOyZb OOJIETYUTH ero CTpajaHusd, OHAa
HaAKJOHUJIACh HAA HUM, ApPOKalllell PYKOH
IIpoBeJIa II0 ero JUILY CBOUM ILJIATKOM M3 IIPO-
XJaoHOM TOHKOM TKAaHU M OTEpPJia KaIllJIu IIoTa
1 KPOBbB.

Ho manaun, gocasys Ha IPOMeJIe e, C AU~
KOU IMOCHEIIHOCTHIO ITOBJIEKJIU 32 CODOM OCyK-
JTE€HHOTO.

daycTuHa IPOTAHYJIA €My BcCJied cBou Oec-
CHUJIbHBbIe CTapyeCcKHe PYKH B TIETHOW Ha-
Iex e ero yaep:xarthb. Eif Kaszaaoch, 4TO y Heé
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OTHSAJIH eJUHCTBeHHOe DecrieHHOe COKPOBHIILE,
0e3 KOTOpPOr'o €€ 'KU3Hb TEePAeT CMBICI U pa-
IOCTh.

— OH He ponxeH ymepets! Her, Her! Omom-
HUTeCh, OesyMHbIe! OH He NOJYKEeH yMepeTh! —
3abIXasaACh, KPUKHYyJIa PaycTHHA.

HeBripasumas mevajis ¥ I'HEB OBJIAIENN €10
Ho exBa oHa cpesasia oguH miar, rojiosa y Heé
3aKPYKMNJIAaCh, OHA MIOMIATHYJIACh U 0€3 YYBCTB
ynajaa Ha pyku nogocnesimnero Cyabnuiiud.

CrosaBmuil psagom moHoma momor CyabIu-
nuio. Basoém onu BHecin PaycTUHY B MaJIeHb-
Ky TEMHYIO JIaBUOHKY, BCIO YCTABJIEHHVIO
TJINHAHOM IIOCYOM.

X03AKUH JIAaBKY OKA3aJICH YeJIOBEKOM YCJIY K-
JIMBBIM U HOOPBIM, K ToMY 2Ke CyJabnuiiuii TyT
XKe CYHYJI €My B PYKY 30JI0TYIO MOHETY.

/eHa x03AMHA TPUHECJIA IUHOBKY U YCTPO-
WJIa JJs CTapod JKeHIIWHBI JIOKEe, CABUHYB
B CTOPOHY KYBIIUHBI 1 Mucku. OHa 1oJI0Kuaa
Ha 100 PayCTHHBI TPANUILY, CMOYEHHYIO XO-
JIOAHOW BOJOH, XJIOHaja €€ 1o MeKaM, TépJia
JagoHu, HO PaycTuHAa JIeKasa HEIOABUKHO,
CJIOBHO HE)KHUBAas.

Cynenunuii mecra cebe He HaAXOIUJI OT Bec-
[IOKOMCTBA.
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Brezanuo crycruiicsa AYUIHBINA TIHETYIUN
cympak. Besa nécTpad urpa Kpacok Ha pacruuc-
HBIX KYBIIHHAX, HA I[BETYUIEM II0J OKHOM Je-
peBe MeaJIeHHO IIoracJja.

— Hey:xenu yske HaCTynuJ Bedyep? —
¢ VAWBJIEHEM CIIPOCHJIA KeHa XO3sIMHa U 3a-
JKTJIa TYCKJIBIA MacJAAHBINA CBETUILHUK.

— IIpaBo ke, B €ero cBeTe MBI BCE IOX0XKHU Ha
MepTBeIlOB, — XMyps 6poBu, 3ameTus Cyabnu-
mmii. — Jluna y Hac cephle, a TyObI cOBCEM IO~
YepHeJH.

TyT cBeTWJIBHMK MUTHYJ U Iiorac, Oyaro
KTO-TO HeBAJAUMBIHA IYHYJI Ha HEro.

— OrTkyza Taxkas TbMal — HCIyIraHHO
BCKPUKHYJ x03AuH. — E1é He Beuep, CoIHIIE
eiré He 3annao! A g, Kak ciernell, He BUKY Jaxke
CBOUX PYK...

Bapyr rje-To B OTIaJeHUU YKaJI00HO 3aCKy-
ania cobaxa. Y B TOT e MUT yTJias JIaBUOHKA
COAPOTHYJAaCh, 3€MJA 3aKoJjebajiach IIOJ HO-
ramu. Ilocasrmancs ormanéssbil rpoxor. Ha
MoJIKaxX B JIaBKe 3anpebesskajia U 3arpemea
mocynaa.

daycruHa ri1y00Ko B3JOXHYJIA U OUHYJIACH.
Ona nipumogHAIaCh, ONIUPAACH HAa JIOKOTh.

— Ero xasunau! d sgaio, om ymep... — To-
pectHo mpoirenrana PayctuHa. — 9TO ObLI
CBSATOMH...
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