B Uranuu. I'oBopsar, ero sanmecau ¢ Bocroxa.
Teso mMmepaTopa HOKPHITO KPOBABBIMH CTPY-
neaMu. OH THUET 3a)KuBO. I'oJ10C ero moxox Ha
pBIYaHUE JUKOI'0 3BEp4...

— A Bpauu, JeKapu, KOJAYHLI? — eJie BbI-
rosopuJja PaycruHa.

— 910 — mnpokasa. OT Heé HeT ucIeje-
Hbs, — Oe3HaZEXHO mOKavaJ rojaosoi Cyabmu-
nuii. — Huxaxkue cHanoObs, HACTOM U3 TPas,

3aroBopk&l... Beé GeccuinHO.

Mapus nomorsa @aycrune nogaaThCa. 1'0-
JioBa PayCTUHBI TPACIach, a PyKu 6ecIoMoInI-
HO JIOBUJIH YTO-TO B BO3yXe.

Mapusa morisfzena Ha My»<a depesd IIJIEUO
daycTHUHEI.

— He aymaems jgu TBI, 4yTO 3TO 3HAK Bo-
KUN? — THUXO CIPOCHJIA OHA.

— Ha, Mapus, sHaBepHoe, aTo Tak. Teneps
ThI JOJIXKHA paccKasaTh Bcé. — [lomucTuan Ha
MHUT' 3agyMajicsa. — MoskeT ObITh, pagu 3TOrO
l'ocmogp momor Ham mEpPemIbITE MOPE M OTHI-
CKaTh 9Ty XMKHUHY. A norom nipuBén @aycru-
HY K HamIieMy IIopory.

— Ilocaymiait MeHsi, MaTyIIKa, He IeYasb-
cdA Tak... — Mapus ¢ HeXKHOCTBIO HPUTJIafUIa
pacTpe€maHHBIe BOJIOCHI cTapyxu. Mapus 3a-
MoJr4aJia, cobupascs ¢ cuaaMu. A Korja oHa 3a-
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roBOPUJIA, TOJIOC €€ CTPaHHO 3a3BeHen. — §...
51 TOKe OBLIA IIPOKAYKEHHOM!

— Tw1?! — BockauknHyx Cynbnunuii. — Ma-
nenbKas AryHbpal Tel cmeémisesa man mamu! Ho
3aueMm tebe 3T10? O, A BUKY, Thl XUTPOE, 3JI0€
co3manbe!

Cyapnunuii mocMOTpeJ Ha HeE€ HeJOBEepUYH-
BbIM, HCIBITYIOIIIM B3TJIAI0M.

Mapus kazayiack COBCeM JieBOUKoIi. Birectsa-
I[1ie YépHble KYAPU PaCCHIIAIUChH 10 MJjaedaM,
JIOBA JIYYU YXOMASAIIET0 COJHIAa. ¥ Heé OBLIO
[IpeJecTHOe JUI0, YYTh TPOHYTOE 3arapom,
He)XHOe, KaK 30JIOTHCTAaA JIUIUS.

— Ilpomoskait, — HeTepIeJIMBO IIPHUKA3A
Cymprounuii.

— §1 popgunacey B melepe, BBICEYEHHOU
B ckajie. — Mapusa cupaBuJjiach ¢ BOJHEHbBEM
1 B3raAHyJaa Ha CyIpIHIINS ¢ JOBEPUYUBOI HC-
KPeHHOCThI0. — Sl He MOMHIO JHUIlA CBOEH Ma-
Tepu, OHO Bcerga OBIJIO 3aMOTAHO KaKUM-TO
TpaAnbEM. Ho eé pykm B paHax u s3BaxX, Kak
JackoBO oHHU Oaroxkasnu meHs! 1o sakonam Ila-
JIECTUHBI [IPOKAYKEHHBIX U3TOHSAJIU U3 I'OPOAOB
u ceneHuid. Myl 1oTunucsy B rpobHUIIAX U pac-
IIeJINHaX CKaJl.

W BoT omHa)Xabl A0 HaC AoULIa AUBHAA
BECTh: B rajaumjeiickom ropoae Hasapere aBu-
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cA BeJUKUM mpopok. OH HeceéT 60KeCTBEHHYIO
oJlarozaThk, OH HcIeJisieT OOJIBHBIX M paccia-
O0senHbIX. ['OBOpPMIIN, OH BOCKPECUJI yMepIIero
nmo uMeHH Jlasapb. Bce nmpuliiiu B cMATeHUE.
U uro x? MyuurensHas 0o0Jie3Hb 03J00mMJIa
AYION Jiofei, crejaja UX HEJOBEPUYUBBLIMU.
«Huxomy He JaHO HCIEJUTH MPOKasy! — Kpu-
Yyaau HecuacTHbIe, — 3aueM oOMaHBIBAThH ce0A
HAIPaCHOM MPU3PAYHON HALEIKIOM! »

N nunis ogHa A cpasy ImoBepuJa B IPOPOKa
n3 Haszapera. Pogureseit Moux K ToMy BpeMme-
HU ysKe He ObLI0 B )KUBBIX. [leHb 1 HOUb KaKOH-
TO TAMHCTBEHHLIH roJjoc mienTan Mae: «Crynai
v Hauau erol..»

VY He 3HAIO KaK, U3HEMOTras OT >KaJbl,
s1 mepecekJia 0e3BOAHYIO ITyCTHIHIO M BBIIILJIA
Ha 3apOoCHIyI0 3eJEHLBIMU TpaBaMU PABHUHY.
1 cmpammuBasia BecTpeuHBIX: rae ropon Hasa-
per? Ho oHU ¢ BOILJIAMU U TPOKJIATHAMU Opoca-
JINCH TIPOYb OT MeHdA. Torga s crana npATaThCA
B I'YCTBIX TpaBaX, He 3Had, UTO JKe LeJaTh.

W BoT omHaXKALI A YBUAEIA MYTHUKA, ULY-
I[ero Io gopore MHe HaBcTpeuy. IlosynenHoe
COJIHIIe CBETHJIO IIPAMO B I'jia3a, U d He MOoTJjia
XOPOIIeHbKO pasrisagers ero. MHe TOJBKO II0-
Kas3aJIoCh, UTO Yy HEeTr0o MATKO BBIOIIUECS BOJIO-
ChI, OH BBICOK POCTOM U OZIET B IIPOCTYIO OLEKIY
u3 HebeJEHOro XoJICcTa.
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f BeImosI3sIa U3 TpaBbl, KaK JUKUN 3BEPEK,
M KPUKHYJIA:

— He npubauxaiica ko mue! 1 6osbHa 1Ipo-
Kas3oi. TonbKO CKa)xku, He 3Haelllb JIU Thl, T'He
HalTu npopoka u3 Hasapera?

— He 0Oo¥ica u mogoiiiu KO MHe, — JIACKOBO
IIPOroBOPUJ He3HaKoMell. — Craku, JUTHA, 3a-
4yeM ThI er'o UIeIsb?

— 1 BepIo, YTO OH UCIEJIUT MEHsI, — POOKO
oTBeTHJIa s1, CTBIASICH CBoero obeszobpaskeHHO-
ro JuIa, opAda U3beJeHHble IPOKAa30l PYKU
B CKJIaAKaX ONEXIbI.

Hesnakomel TUXO HOJIOXKHUJ PYKY MHe Ha
rOJIOBY.

A crosana moaya, yAUBIAASACH, KaK 9TO OH He
0ouTCcA MPUKOCHYTHCSA KO MHe. Benb mpoxasa
MNIPUINIIYNBA, KaK CMOJa, ¥ HUYYTh He Jierde
yymbl. TOJBKO OHA MOXKUpPaeT HECUACTHOI'O He
cpasy. A BoT OH coBceM He 6outcs... CoBceM He
oourcda... Tar a crosajsa u AymaJa, IIoKa OH He
yopas pyky. U Bce ke g ckasajaa emy:

— BoT THI HOJOKHUI PYKY MHE Ha I'OJOBY,
HO pasBe Thl MOJKelllb moMoub? Benb ThI 3Ke He
ITPOPOK.

— Tawm B foauHe 6oaslinoi ropoxn. — Ilo ero
rojiocy A gorajzaJjacb, 4TO OH yJblOaeTcsa. —
Cefiuac ropoj HaKpbLjia T€Hb OOJiaKa U THI €ro
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He BuAumb. CTymai Tyja ¥ HOKaMUCh CBAI[CH-
HHUKaM.

A noxymauita ¢ rpycreio: « Bor 1 o Hacmexa-
eTCcsi HaJl0 MHOM, IOTOMY UTO s BEPIO B Uyec-
HO€ UCIIeJIEHTE» .

He orssppiBasics, s momnia gajbiie.

«Y9To TONKY MATU B ropoa? — AyMmaia g.—
Bcé pasHO cTpaka y BOpoT ¢ GpaHbio u yrposa-
MU IPOTOHUT MEHS» .

Tyt a ycaslmaina MArKuii IOKOT KOMIBIT TI0
TPaBAHUCTOI fopore. Co CTOPOHBI ropoa exal
BCaJHUK Ha TOHKOHOI'OM IIOPDOJHCTOM KOHE.
B pyke oH jep:xaJi yKpaIlIeHHBIH 30J10TOM IIIHUT.
OH OBLT MOJIOA ¥ XOPOII COOOI.

Korja on y»ke 6511 Tak GJIM3K0, 9TO MOT pac-
CJIBIIIIATH MEeHd, A KPUKHYJIA:

— Ilpunep:xu kousa! Jlepkuch mopasnbpime!
51 6onpHA TIpoKasoit. Thl TOJBKO CKaKU, TIe
MHe HaiTu rpopoka u3 Haszapera?

Ho oHOMmIA, He cIycKasA ¢ MeHA IJ1as, HOIb-
exaJl coBceM OJIN3KO.

— Tsl camas mpesiecTHast JeBYIIIKA BO Bcel
Nynee! — On HakIOHWICS KO MHe. — KiasaHych
foramMmu, THI CBEXKa U YHUCTA, CJOBHO TOJIBKO UTO
pPacmyCcTUBIIIUANACH BETOK!

TyT a He BRIAEpIKATA U IPOMKO pacILIaKa-
JIach.
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— Ts1 e BUANIIB, A MOX0XKa HA 6e300pas-
Hoe uyguie! I'pemtHo cMesiTbeca Haj Hecyact-
HOM.

Torpma oH omycTusi CBOM IIHUT, BeCh YKpa-
III€HHBIH 30JI0TBIMY MJIACTHHKAaAMMU.

— IlocmoTpu-Ka croza, — ckasaa oH. — OHu
6aecrsaT, Kak 3eprajsia. Hy, Barisaau xe!

51 mocmoTpesa u yBUAena orpaskeHue Kpa-
cusenmnien nesymku. Kosxa eé ObLia HexHA,
TOYHO KDPBLIbA cepebpucToii 0abouxku, a ria-
3a CBETJIBbI U IPO3PAYHbI I10J YEPHBIMUA PECHHU-
IaMHu. :

— O cuacTauBHIA... — MIpoINenTaga g. —
FKak ona nmpekpacua! { gaske He cMer 3aBuUnO-
BaTh eit... KTo s3T0?

— IJTO ThI! — APOTrHYBIIIUM I'0OJIOCOM CKAa3aja
BCaJHUK.

Torpga a mocmenTHo orJIAHYJIaCh Ha3az M II0-
CMOTpeJia BCIe[ YXOAUBIIIeMy HesHaKoMIy. Jo-
pora BujIachk MeXx 1y MoJiogbiMu oxuBamu. Cours-
Ile IIO30JIOTUJIO TJAAHIEBUTHIC JUCThA, U OHU
uckpuiauck u o6necrenu. Ho mMue moxasajocs,
He3HaKOMeIl caM U3JIyd4aeT CUsdHue, OH YXOMAUJI,
ucyesasl B HOJHOM cBeTa OJIMBKOBOII poIrie.

— He 3maems i1, KTO 3TOT HE3HAKOMeEI[? —
TOPOILJINBO BOCKJIMKHYJIa A. — Bsriasaam cko-
peii, cefiyac OH CKpoeTcs 3a CTBOJIAMHU OJIUB!
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— 9TO TOT, 0 KOM ThI TOJIBKO YTO CIIPAIINBa-
Jia, — YAUBJEHHO OTBETUJI MHe IOHOIIIa. — IJTO
npopok u3 Hazapera...

Mapus ymoakraa. OHa onycTuiach Ha 3eM-
J10 Bo3Jie PaycTUHBI, 00HAJMA €€, IIpUKaiach
IIIEKOH K €€ KOJIEHY.

— Marymika, MaTyIIIKa, Thl BEDUIIb MHE? —
[IpOLIeNTAaIa OHA, 3aT/IA bIBAA il B JIUIIO.

— Ho kax e BBI OUYTHJIUCH 3[]€eCh, TaK Ja-
seko or Uynen? — cupocuna Cyabrnuiiuii.

CypoBoe JHII0 €ero CMATrYmMjIochb. BuAHO
OBLJIO, YTO Za’Ke OH N3YMJIEH ¥ pacTpOTraH.

— J10BOJIbHO, POHAS, YCIIOKOMcsa., — [lomu-
CTHAH C HEXXHOCThIO mocMoTpes Ha Mapui. —
Tenepb A pacCcKa)y, YTO CJIYUYUIOCH JaJblIle.
Buguo, cam I'ocmoap Bor HacraBua MeHA OT-
IIPABUTHCS B 3TO YTPO BEPXOM II0 3€JIEHOU paB-
HHUHe K OJMBKOBOM poiie. Haye A He BCTpe-
i 661 cBoero cuacThda. 51 mocagua Mapuio Ha
JIOMIaAb, MbI CIIYCTHUJIACH B OJMHY U BbeXaiu
B ropoz. Tam Mapusa oThIcKaja CBAIMEHHUKOB
M OTKPBLIA UM 4yAo cBoero mcuejeHus. OHa
[IPOTAHYJIA K HUM PYKH, O0HAaKEHHBIE 0 ILIeY,
bennle, Kaxk mMpamop. OHa mokasajna UM CBOU
MaJieHbKHe 60chle HOTU, U3paHEeHHBbIE U UCKO-
JIOTHIE, HO 0e3 eIMHON sI3BHI.
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Ho mer! CBaljeHHUKN He BepUJyd, UYTO OHA
ucneaunaack. C gpoctsio, ¢ OemreHoi 3710001
HaAKHWHYJIHUCH OHU Ha OeJTHAKKY.

— IIpokasTas, mel 3HaeM Te0sa! Bosspamaii-
cd, oTkyna sssuack! Tel IoryouIbs HaC BCeX.

Bienuasi, KaKk JUJINA Ha paccBere, IIOTPH-
céHHas, pacTepanHasa, Mapusa BHOBb U BHOBbB
pacckasbiBajia uM o npopoke u3 Hasapera.

— Ko oH Takoii, 4TOOBI AesaTh YHUCTBIMU
HeYHuCTHIX? — 0eCHOBAJIMNCH U I'PO3UJHU OHU. —
910 Bcé HaBaxJeHue caradbl! IIpous 13 HaIIero
ropoja, Aryapa u oomanmunal I'ope Tebe, ecin
HOYB 3aCTaHeT Te0s B HAIIINX cTeHax!

Ho a Bupen, AeByIIKa eJie LEPKUTCA Ha
HOTaxX OT YCTAJOCTH, U OTBEJ €€ B CBOM JOM.
1 yeapmnman TUXWHE HIOPOX M JIETKHE IIaru.
IIpysbs, He CKa3aB HU CJI0BA, TOPOILIUBO MOKH-
gyau moi gom. Cayru, yrproMmo 6o0pmModa yrpo-
3bl, Pa30IlIMCh, CIYIKAHKHU C BU3roM pasde-
skanuchk. Ha Becex momagax W IepeKpecTKax
JIIOAM CYJaumJIn, UTO s IPUIOTUI y ceba mpoKa-
JKEHHYIO.

Houb!0 s IIPOCHYJICS OT HECTEPIIMMOTO 3Kapa
¥ BOd OT'HsA. BOKpyTr BCé Tpemiajlo U PYIIUIOCH.
oM mbBLTAN, MOLOKMKEHHBIA C YeThIPeX CTO-
POH.
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Ha pykax, kak pe6éHKa, BeIHeC s Mapuio
M3 ropsiero goma. $1 egBa ycieJs CIyCTHUTBHCS
B caJi, KaK ¢ I'POXOTOM OOBaMJIaCh KPOBJIA.
Or noma ocranaces rpyza packajéHHBIX yrJIeit,
B IIelleJl IIpeBpaTUIOCh Moe OoraterBo. Jlemer
XBaTUJIO JIMIIb HA TO, YTOOBI yJIOMAThL KOpMYe-
ro HeGOJIBIIIOTO HAPYyCHUKA IIepPeBe3TH HAC Ue-
pe3 mope B Uranuio.

51 u Mapusa raiiHO Kpectunauchk. Mbl cTanu
XPHUCTHAHAMU U C TeX IOP CKPbIBAeMCS 37IeCh,
BAAJIM OT J1o4el, B ruryiu CabuHCKUX rop.

— Tenepr MBI 3HaeM: ums npopoka us Ha-
sapera — MHucyc! — Mapus mocmorpesna Ha
DayCcTUHY SCHBIMU, CUSAIOUIMMHU I'JIa3aMu., —
OH ucuesnsI MeHs, OH UCIEIUT YMHUPAIOIIero
uMIeparopa...

J{Boe BcagHMKOB exasu 1o gopore ot Sdpdnl
K Hepycamumy. 910 Obliia OMKUIA XKeHIITUHA,
a pAnoM C HeH CeJ0OBOJIOCHIM MOJIYaIUBbBIHN CTa-
puk. Teneps @aycTuna Onlya 0feTa KaK 3HAT-
HadA PUMJIAHKA, €€ BEJIMKOJIENHEIN KOHL CTY-
ITaJI IerKo 1 IIJIaBHO.

Hanesxna crmactu mmmeparopa IpujaBaJia
ey CUJIbI.

«Toro, 4To MHE HYKHO OT 9TOI'0 UyKe3eMIia,
HEJIb3sA NOOUTHCA CUJIOM U HEeNb3sA KYIHUTH 324
neHbru, — aymana @aycruna. — Her, s nagy
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K ero moram! KTo eIrié Ha cBeTe MOKeT YMOJHUTDH
ero? Toabko a ogHa. IToTromy uTO cTapass Kop-
MHJINIIA He MeHbIIIe CaMOro UMIepaTopa crpa-
IaeT OT ero HeCUacThA...»

Bria BecHa, n gonunua CapoHa, 1o KOTOPO#
OHHU exaJiu, Bcd IIecTpeJia I[BeTaM#, KaK PacKu-
HYTBIN II0 X0JIMaM BOCTOYHBIA KoBep. Kpyrom
3eJIeHeJ I MOJIOAbIe Moberu BUHOTPaLa; mIepcu-
KOBBI€ JIepeBbsl, Bce B 0JIeJHO-PO30BLIX I[BETAX,
HAKJIOHSJIM BETBU HAaJ AOPOTON M, Ka3ayioCh,
Ja)ke X CKBO3HBIE TeHU HMCTOUANM OJaroyxa-
HHe.

Yem 6amrxe oHu noawes:xkanu K Mepycamnu-
MYy, TeM 0OJIbIlle UM IIOIIafajI0Ch JOAel — Ie-
X, BEPXOM 1 B IOBO3KAaX.

I pAxJielii cTapel CJIOBHO IJIBLI HAaJ| TOJITIOM,
B3T'POMO3AUBIINCE Ha BepoOiiona. On yawsibasncsa
06e33y0bIM PTOM, & PSAAOM IILIU €Tr0 AeTH U BHY-
KH.

CTpaHHMKHU CTeKaJHCh K TOPOAY C IIpoce-
JIOYHBIX JOPOr, CHYCKaJHChL II0 TPONHMHKAaM,
BhIOIUMCA 1m0 XoamMaM. OHU COeIUHSAINCH
B OOJIBIIIVIE TOJIIBL U JaJbllle NN YKe Bce BMe-
cTe, HameBas BIIOJIN0JIOCA APEeBHUE TaMHCTBEH-
HbIE THMHBI.

He60 nmogépuyioch TOHKHUM CJIOEM OJIe HBIX
00J1aK0B, HO 3TOT MaTOBBIHA CBET 1 CJIOBHO OCTa-
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HOBHBIIIUHMCA BOSAYX CMATYATH >KIYUUe Y4
COJIHIIA.

— Ilpaso ke, Cyabmumuii, MoKHO noony-
MaTh, BECh HapoJ OT MaJa L0 BeJWKa OTIpa-
Buics B Uepycanum, — ornsHyBIIuCS, cKasa-
J1a PaycruHa.

— Iloxosxe, 4TO Tak, — KaK Bcerma XMyps
6poBu, orBerun Cyapnunmii, — IlosBoasn, g mo-
eny BIepeaH, YTOOBI 3TH JIIOAU PACCTYIHUINCH
¥ IPOIIyCTHUIHU TeOs.

daycTrHA, BrISIBIBASCH B TOJIIIBL JIONEH,
OKPY>XaBIIIUX €€, HeBOJIbHO 3aparKalach UX He-
TEePIEHBEM U PALOCTHIO.

— Mos munas geBouka, moa Mapus, roso-
puiaa, 4To B 3Tu AHU B Uepycanume 6oJbIIoit
BECEHHUN Npas3fAHUK, — BCIOMHUJIA PaycTu-
Ha. — [la, ga, Tak ona rosopuial U IPOPOK M3
Hasapera kaskaelii rog OPUXOLUT B rOpoJ Ha
9TOT NIPa3AHUK.

— Yro x, ecu Tak, TO GOI'M MOKPOBUTETH-
CTBYIOT TOMY, 4UTO ThI 3agymana. — Cyapnumuii
30PKO B3TIAHYJ Ha PaycTuHy, OHA 3aMETHO
HavYMHaJa yCTaBaTh.

Haxonern onu JocTUTIN BeprIuas TOPHOTO
xpebra, u PaycTUHA HEBOIBHO IpugepxaIa
CBoero KoHd. Ilepex myTHuKamm OTKpBLIACEH
rIy0oKas JOIMHA, OKPYKEHHAS CO BCEX CTOPOH
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3eJIEHeIONIUMY X0JIMaM1. A 13 eé TEMHOI TeHU-
CcTOM TUIyOMHBI MOAHUMAJIACh MOTy4Yas CKaJsa,
Ha KoTopou Bricuica Mepycanum. TecHslil ro-
poX, OKPYKEHHBINM CTEHOI, CBEPKasd Ha COJIHILE
OanrHAME U KPOBJIAMH, CJIOBHO JparoleHHas
KOpPOHAa, BeHYaJI IJIOCKYIO BePIIUHY CKAJIBL.

— MosxeT OBITh, MBI DpACKUHEM ILIATED, U ThI
IIepeJOXHEIbL HeMHOTo, PaycTuHa, — IIpen-
noxkua Cynabpnurnuii. — Tsl uTo-TO OsegHA,
U 51 BUOKY, KaK ObETCs KUIKa y Te0d Ha BUCKe.
He 6yner 6oJsib1moit 6ebl, €Cau MbI 3aBTPA. ..

— Her, npyr moit Cynsnumnuii, — HeTepie-
JIMBO IIpepBajia ero crapas >XeHI[NHAa, — 3TOH
HOYBIO MHe IIpucHmICA uMmneparop. OH 3axiu-
HaJI MeHs He 3aJep’KUBaThcA B NyTH. 1 uyB-
CTBYIO, YTO JOJI’KHA TOPOIIUTHCH.

OHU cnycTUIMCHh TO U3BUJIMCTOM TPOIMUH-
Ke J0 caMoOr'o JHa JOJUHBI M HAYaJd KPYTOH
IIOA'BEM BBepX N0 CKJIOHY Topbsl Cuon. MuHO-
BaB I'OPOZCKHE BOPOTa, BCAAHUKHN OYYTUIUCH
B Y3KUX ABOPUKAX HAa M3BUJIUCTBHIX YJIMIlAX,
TEeCHO 3allOJIHeHHBIX JoAbMHU. ExaTs Bepxom
OBLJI0O TOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO. MM mpuxomuiocs
OCTaHABJIUBATHCS Ha KaMKJOM IIIary.

— Mmue kaxercsa, — 3amermya Daycru-
Ha, — yjaunsl Puma B cpaBHEHUH C 3TUMH 3a-
KOYJIKAMU IIPOCTO TUXUE Cabl.
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