IIJIAT CBATOM BEPOHUKU

Bricorko B CabuHCKMX ropax Kua O0emHbIi
BHHOrpagaps [lomumctuan co coeil 10HOH xe-
HOoii Mapwueit. ¥ Hux 6bL10 HeGOJBIIOE CTALO
K03, 1 JloMucTHaH IO yTpaM BBIIYCKAJ UX Ha
IIOJIOTUM CKJIOH, I'lé B TEHW HABUCIIEH CKAJIBI
sesieHesia Tpasa. C Apyroi CTOPOHBI ropa KpPyTo
o0pbIBaIach BHU3 — TJISHEIIb, T0J0BAa 3aKpy-
wurcsa. KameHucras tponmHkKa, IpoTONTaH-
Has Ko3aMu, BeJa K yOorou XxmxunHe.

Kaxk-To paso yrpom Mapus oTBOpHIa CKPH-
Hy4yIo IBepPb U BCTaJa Ha ITOPore, IOTATNBAsICH
u yaslbasch. OHA TPUHAIACH PACYECHIBATE Jie-
PeBAHHBIM rpe6HEM NPAAD 3a IPALLIO CBOH UY-
JleCHbIE€ KYApABbIe BOJOCHI, ¥ Ka3ajloCh, JIYYH
COJIHILA IPAYYTCA B KAXKIOM JIOKOHE.

Bapyr eit mocabimrascsa mIOpoxX TIe-TO CO-
BCeM PAJZIOM, B IBYX II1arax ot He€. Mapus ucmy-
raHHO oriAHyaack. OHa yBumea: NIPUCIOHUB-
HINCh K CTeHe [0Ma, CUAUT cTapas »KeHIIUHA,

36

HHU3KO oIrycTuB ronxoBy. Ha He#t Oblna omesxkma
U3 IIpocTo rpy0oii TKaHM, HAa HOraX N3HOIIIEeH-
HBIE CAHAJHA.

«Humienka, mobupymnika, — ¢ yAUBJIEHUEM
noaymajia Mapuda, — Kak y Heé XBaTUJIO CHJI
IIOAHATHCH CIOA, B ropel. [la u 3auem? MuI Ta-
KHe Ke OefHAKY, KaK 1 OHAa» .

Ho korga crapyxa nogasajachk C 3¢MJIH1 U BbI-
npaMuiack, Mapusa HEBOJBHO IIOUTHUTEILHO
MMOKJIOHUJIACh €M, CTOJIb ObLa 9Ta crapas »KeH-
II[HA BeJaudyaBa U OsaroponHa. ¥ Heé ObLia
nJjaBHaA MOCTYNb U TIYOOKUI, TPOHUKAIOII[HUIA
B AYUIY B3TJIAL.

W3 noma BrIIes [loMuCcTHAH U OCTAHOBUJICS
pazom ¢ Mapwueii, ¢ yiuBJIeHUEM TS HA CTa-
PYIO JKEHIIIUHY.

— He okupana, uTo HalAy 37€Ch XOTH OLHY
JKUBYIO OVIIY, — CKasaJja crapyxa, I'Ians Ha
BUHOTpanapsa u ero »xxeny. — Mowu poauTenun
JKUJIU B 3TOM XMIKUHE, U 1 POJANUJIACEH 3JeCh IT0Y-
THU JeBAHOCTO JIET Has3a.

— Ho ThI TaK 0TBaXHO IPHUIILIA CIOTA, — I10-
kauvajiroyxoBoi lomuctuan. — MbI uyrKese MILbI
U YKUBEM 37]eCh IIOTOMY, YTO ¥ Hac HET APYroro
npuctanuina. Ho Begp MOIJIO CAYUYUTHCA TaK,
YTO B 9TOH Jlauyre Tebd MOAKUIAIU OBI TUKUE
BOJIKH.
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I';taza erapoii skeHIUHEBI 0JIECHYJIN.

— §1 BciO CBOIO IOHOCTH ITPOBEJIA B 3TUX T'O-
pax u ellé He 3abblia, KaKk BBITHATH BOJIKA U3
ero JIoroBa.

«Ila, y Heé XBaTHUT Ha 5TO CHOPOBKU U MY-
JKecTBa», — C HEBOJBHBIM BOCXHUIII€HUEM II0-
nymag JomucruaH.

— Tocno’ka, HaBepHO, TOJIOAHA U yCTa-
Ja. — Mapusa 1acKoBO KOCHYJaCh MCCOXIIEH
pyku crapyxu. — O6onpucs Ha MeHS U BOUIU
B oM. XOUellh, MIPUJIAT U OTAOXHU. A ecJu He
moopesryemrs — pasfesid ¢ HaMU HaIly CKPOM-
HYIO Tparesy.

— Cmracu6o BaMm, gob6peie aiogu. — Crapyxa
IepecTyIIuIa MOpor XUKUHBI 1 OCTAHOBUJIACH.
He ckpbiBasi BOJIHEHHUS, OHA OTJIAeJsa rOoJble
rAuHOOUTHBIE CTEHBI, MOJKU ¢ yOOToH yTBa-
pBio, TPy60 CKOJIOUEHHBIE JJABKHU.

OmHa 10 gHA BRITHJIA KPYYKKY KO3BETO MOJIO-
Ka U C'beJia KYCOK JICTEITKHU.

«KTo oma — ara crpamuuia? — NOpUTIA-
IBIBAsICh K CTapo# ’KeHIuHe, moxzymasia Ma-
pusi. — IlToxoxe, oHa 60JbIIIe IPUBBIKIA €CTH
(hasaHoOB Ha cepeOpsAHBIX O6JI0KaX, YeM TUTH KO-
3b€ MOJIOKO U3 IIMHAHON KPYIKKH...»

— A Bejb THI KpacaBulla, JUTS MOE, 3HAEIIb
Ju TeI 3T0? — Crapyxa HakJoHUJIachk K Mapuu,
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JTACKOBO 3aBeJia 3a VIIIKO KYAPABYIO IPALb BO-
sgoc. — TsI HexxHa u nIpesiecTHa!

— O rocmoxa! Tel caummikoMm gob6pa Ko
MHe. — Mapusa 3apaesachk OT CMYINeHHUA. —
Ecau 661 THI TOJIBLKO BUea, KaKkad s Oblja pe-
sxne. Ecam ObI THI TOJIBKO BUAEA. ..

— JHososubHo, Mapusi, He IpPOJOJKAU, —
ocranoBui eé lomuctuadn. — TvI TOIBKO Ha-
Iyraellb HAIIY IIOUTeHHYIO rocTbio. Maio KTo
Beput Tebe, MHOTHE OTBOPAYMBAIOTCA OT Tebs
CO CTPaxoM U OTBpaIleHUeM, Y3HAB, UTO THI...

Ho xasasocs, cTapas »KeHIIIHA yKe He CIIY-
HIaeT UX, ¥ MBICJIH €€ JaJIeKO.

— §I yxoxy, — c yJablOKOHN CKasalla OHa,
1 yabpIi0Ka eé ObLia mosjHa neuanau. — Sl orgo-
XHYyJIa y Bac AyIoil, Ho mopa uaTu. [leHs BelukK,
A ellé Hauay AJisi ce0a mprucTaHUIe HA HOYb.

— IlocToil! — ¢ BOJTHEHBEM OCTAaHOBWJI ee
Iomuctuan. — Tl yxoguib, Ho noyemy? Ilo
IIpaBy 3Ta XM)KMHKa TBOsJ, a BOBCEe He HaIlla.
K Tomy ke MBI MOJIOABI U CKOPee OThIIIEM cebe
Kakoe-HUOyAb xuauine. Tl 37ech X03AUKA.
OcraBaiics, "KUBHU 37eCh, 4 Mbl YUAEM.

— IlosBoap MHe cKasaThk, Jlomuctuan! —
¢ 'xapoM Bospasmiaa Mapua. — Kak MBI MOsKeM
OCTaBUTH T'OCIIOKY 3/leCh OJHY-OANHEIIEHbKY ?
IToxymair, uto 16t ee? 'osoguaa cMepThb. OHAa
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Jaxke He CMOJKET IPUHECTH BOAY U3 UCTOUHUKA.
He syuiie jiu HaM 34ech OCTATHCA U 3a00TUTE-
ca o0 Hei? MbI cTaHeM e€ [eThbMU UK CIyraMu,
KaK OHAa IT0KeJIaerT.

Mapus cmyTmiack cBOel CMEJIOCTH, IIO-
KpacHeJja, IOTYIIUJIACh M HAMBHO J00aBMIA:

— Benap y He€, OelHAX KU, HE XBATUT CUJI
Jaxxe cObuTh cebe Maciao M3 KO3LETr'0 MOJIO-
Ka...

Crapas 'xkeHIUHA C yAUBJIEHHUEM, CJIOBHO
He BepsA TOMY, YTO CJBIIIMUT, CMOTpEJIa TO Ha
Mapuro, To Ha Jomucruana. Caéssl 6;1aromap-
HOCTH HEeBOJIbHO HaBepPHYJINCH el Ha rjasa.

— Ilouemy BBI Tak roBopuTe? — cHpocuJIa
OHa APOrHyBIIMM rojocoM. — [louemy BEI Tak
MUJIOCEPAHBI KO MHe?

Torma Mapus B3siyia €€ 3a pyKy U cKasaJja:

— 9TO TOTOMY, YTO Mbl CAMH OIHAXKIHI
B JKM3HM BCTPETUIMUCH C BEJIUKHUM MUJIOCEP-
aueml..

Tax crapas KeHIIuHA OCTAIACh XKUTH B XU-
JKUHE BUHOIpajapsd, 4 CKOPO BCEM CEPAIIeM II10-
JIO0MJIa MOJIOABIX CYIIPYTOB.

Ho ona HuMKOrga He roBopmja UM, KTO OHA
U OTKYyJa IPHUIILIa, & OHU €€ HU 0 YEM He cIIpa-
muBaau. O6a oHU BUAEN M, KaK MOPOH oMpaya-
eTCHA JIUIIO CTaPOU KeHIIUHEI, U JOTafbIBAINCE,
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4TO KaKHe-TO HeTyIhue HEOTBA3HbIe BOCIIOMHU-
HaHUA OMpPavyalT e€ AymIIy.

Ho ¢ uumu oHa Bcerja Obljia mpocTa U Npu-
BeTsiuBa. OHA KPOTKO, 0e3 »kajob nepeHOCHIA
BCE TATOTHI KX CYPOBOU KU3HU.

Mapus CKOpo IepecTrajia JUYUTHCH, YaCTO
JjacKaJjach K CTapyxe, YUMHIJIa e€ BeTXYI0 OZlexK-
Iy, lleJioBaJjia Xyable, IOYTH IIPO3pavyHble DYKHU
1 HEXKHO 3BaJia e€ — MAaTYIIKA.

OpHaX 1Bl BEeYepOM BCe TPOe CUIEN 38 YoKH-
HOM V BX0Jla B XM)KUHY. BeuepHee ocThIBaIOIIlee
COJIHIIE VXOAUJIO 3a BepIInHbl CA0MHCKUX I'Op.

Bapyr oHH yCJBINAJUA CTYK KaMEIIKOB,
CKATUBIIINXCA BHU3 C OTKOCA, ¥ YBUAEJH, UTO
110 TPOIIMHKE K UX XHIKUHE IOJHUMAETCS BBI-
COKMH IMpoKoiteuynii crapuk. Ha HEM ObLI
IPONBIIEHHEIN IIJIAll C TYCKJIO OJiecTeBIIel
30JI0TOM Kaimoii. ¥ 6eapa — KOPOTKHH Med
C Y3OPHOM PYKOATHIO, HA HOTaX — CaHJaJINU U3
MATKOU KoKu. Ilo ero BracTHOMY 1 HAIMEHHO-
My JuIy ObLIO HETPYAHO AO0TafaThCHA, UTO 3TOT
YeJI0OBEK IPUBBIK MTOBEJIEBATH.

— IIpuBercrByro Tebsi, Paycruna. — He-
3HaKOMeI] IIOUTUTEJIbHO CKJIOHUJ CEAYIO TOJIO0-
BY IIepeJ CTapoi KeHIuHoM. — § foJro ncKall
Te6s. CIyX 0 TOM, YTO THI CKPBIBAEIIbC B 3TOU
Jauyre, naJ MHe IOCJeIHIO Hajxexay. S 6maa-
rogapro 60ros, 4TO OTHICKAJ Tebs!
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Ha BuHOrpasapsa u ero 'kemy OH B3LJIAHYJ
JIUIIE MEeJBKOM, BBICOKOMEDPHO U 6e3pasaindHo
¥, Ka3ajoCh, TYT Ke 3a0bLJI 0 HUX.

— @aycTuHA? — YAUBIEHHO IPOIIENTAasa
Mapusa. — Marymka, Tak Te6s 30ByT daycTu-
Ha?..

— A, arto T8I, Cynpnunuit, — DPaBHOAYIITHO
cragana PaycruHa. OHa cKasaja 3TO TaK, oyn-
TO OHM paccTajauch COBCEM HeaBHO, OYATO cTa-
PHK CXO[WUJI Ha MCTOYHUK U BepHYJICA.

He rnspa Ha mHero, oHa He cmema momimaa
MOJIOKO M3 HaJ0UTOH INIMHAHOW Kpy:KKH. Ilo-
TOM OHa IIPUCJIOHUJIACH K JBEPHOMY KOCAKY
H yCTpeMuJIa CBOU B30P KyJa-TO BAAJb, IIOBEPX
BepminH CabuHCKUX Iop.

— §1 npuinén 3a ro6oii, Paycruna, — mMaAr-
KO ¥ TepnenuBo nporosopua Cynpnumuii. —
HNwmvneparop xkzxét Te6sa. OH xouer, 4T06 THI Bep-
HyJnack. [[HeBHas xapa crnasa, a K0 HOYH ellle
nanexo. Hy sxe, moroponucs! Mel ycreem 3a-
CBETJIO CIIyCTUTHCA B JOJHUHY.

PaycTuHA Pe3KO IOBEpHYIach K Hemy. Ma-
pus B3IJIAHYJIa U He y3HaJa Ty, KOTOPYIO OHA
IIPUBBIKJIA 3BATh MATYIIIKA.

- I'HeB m npespenue uckasuau jguno Pay-
cruHbl. HeyKpoTumas sipocts cBepkasa B ria-
3ax.
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— TrI npuméa ckasaTh MHE, YTO UMIIEPATOP
Hayuuyca nobpore m munocepauio? — Eé ro-
JIOC, BCerjla POBHBIM U MEJOLUYHBIN, ceruac
OoJsibIlle TOXOAWJ Ha 3MeuHOe INUIeHHe. —
Ckaxe1rb, 4TO cepjlle ero CMATr4YMIOCh U OH
OoJiblire He mpecieayeT HeBUHHEBIX? VI pyKH ero
He obarpeHbl KPOBLIO?

— Her, ®aycTtura, — POBHBIM, HEBBLIPA3HU-
TE€JIBHBIM I'0JI0COM nTporoBopua Cyabumimmii,

— Torpa, MoXxeT OBITE, UMIIEPATOP OTKPBLI
TIOPBMBI ¥ BBIIIYCTHUJ U3 3aTOUYEHUS CBOUX APY-
3eil? — sA3BUTEeNBbHO Opocuia oHa. — Tex He-
MHOTUX, KTO YyJIOM OCTajcs B »KuUBbIX? I'oBO-
pH, cTapuk!

— Her, ®aycTtuna, — Bcé TeM Ke DeciiBeT-
HEBEIM I'0JI0COM OTBeTUJI CYJIBIUITUINI.

— Torpa Bcnomuu, Bcmomuu! — @ayceru-
Ha HaKJOHWJIAch K Hemy. I'1asza eé cysmiauchk
u 3acBepkasu. OHa 3agwpixanack. — Kiaanycs

boramu! ¥ mmmepaTtopa 6Gbliaa BepHasa KODPMHU-
auna. Oua mwoduna ero 6oabire co6CTBEHHOMN
skusau. Yro ram! Jlrobuna, kak pojgHOEe HeHa-
rJgaHoe JUTA. YTo THI TaK IIAAUINL, CTAPUK ?
Ha, uMImepaTop HmOCTPOUJ €il ABOpel, COTHHU
paboB IPHCIYKUBAJIH €, OH OCHIIAJ eé Apa-
roleHHBIMU fapamu. I[IpaBay au st roBopro, OT-
Beyaii? ‘
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— Bcé sT10 ucrunuasa npasga. — Cyapnu-
OUH MYyYUTEJSbHO BIUISAABIBAJICA €l B JIUIO, He
IMOHUMas, KyJa oHa KJIoHUT. OH cOpoCcHJI Hey-
BEPEHHO, ¢ POOKOH HaJeKIoH: — 3HAYUT, THI
BCE-TaKHU MOHIEIIb cO MHOI, PaycTuHa?

daycTrHA C TOPHKOM HaCMENIIKOM pacxoxo-
Tajach IIPAMO eMY B JIUI[O.

— Ho umnepartopy Hajgoesaa BOPKOTHS CTa-
pyxu. YTo HUW OeHb A MOJHWJA HUMIEpaTopa
omoMHUTHCA. f1 cTasa emy B mocany, g XomauJjaa
3a HUM, KaK TeHb ero coBecTu... — DaycTuua
BBIIPAMUJIACH U C CUJION yaapuja cebss KyJja-
KOM B rpyab. — W BOT omgHAXKIBI MMIIEPaTOP,
cMesCh, CKasdaJ: «PaycTuHa CIYKHUT MHE, KaK
U Bce, U3 JKaJHOCTH M KopbicTu. UTO K, cTa-
PYIIKa JIIOOUT IIOYECTHU U JOPOorue 0e3aeayIIKy
u3 3oa0Ta». Y torga s... — daycTuHa HA MUT
YMOJIKJIa, HO TYT K€ IIPO0JIKaja TBEPLO U He-
MPEKJIOHHO: Torma s obMeHsATACh ONEIKION
C IIepBOUM BCTpPeUYHOM HUIIeHKoM. A yimma u3
ZIBOpPIia, He B3sIB HUYETr0, HU OAHOTO CUCTEePIIUA.
Ymina saBcerzga. Tak 4To He mbITalicA YIOMATH
mensa, Cynpnunuit, s He BepHycs! IIpomrioe
pPyXHYJ0. 1 NpOoKJIMHAIO JeHb, KOTAa MHE II0-
JIOXKUIIU HA PYKU MaJIeHBKOE JUTH U CKa3aJIu:;
«DaycTuHa, BBIKOPMHA €70 CBOMM MOJIOKOM» . —
T'onoc eé BaApyT 3arpemes rpo3HO U HEUCTOBO:

— $1 npoxknuuawo Tebs, uMmmaepaTop!
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— 3amourun, Paycruna! CioBa nmopoii ume-
IOT BeIyIO TalHYI0 CHJY,— MOCHEeIIHO OCTAaHO-
BuJl eé Cynpnunuii. — §1 npunéc Tebe niaoxue
BecTH, cTapas Kopmuiauia. Mmneparop ymu-
paet! Borock, THI yKe He 3aCTaHEIIb ero B KU-
BBIX.

— ¥Ymupaetr?... — THUX0 U MeJJIE€HHO IIO-
propuaa Paycruna. CI0BHO HENMOCUIBHAA TH-
JKeCTh BAPYr HaBaJaWJjach Ha HE€ U IPUTHYJIA
K 3emie. OHa pyxHyJa Ha KOJEHU, IPOTAHYJIA
K Cynpmumnurio npoxalie pyKu.

— Y7o TeI cKazan? He Bepro, He BEPIO... —
OHAa 3aroBopuja »XKaJo0HO, ¢ Ha[eX 10! 3arysa-
IbIBasg eMy B raasa. — Jlpyr, mpocTtu MeHs!
TsI cKasaJj 3TO B cepailax, IOTOMY 4TO d, CTa-
pas aypa, IporHeBajia Tebd CBOMMU DJIYIIBIMU
peuaMu. THI ODpuAyMaa 9TO HAPOYHO, YTOOBI
yropopurh PaycTHHY BEPHYTHCS K JII00MMO-
My cbiHy. He myrai mens! Uto THI MOTUMING?
Hy rosopu xe... — YKac oTpasujicd Ha ee JIn-
ne. — O 6oru, 6oru! Bececunpnbiit IOnurep,
cnacu umIiieparopal

— HwukTo 1 HUuYTO He cunacer ero! — Jluio
Cynpnuiusi ocTaBajioch OeccTpacTHBIM, HO
BHE3allHO, He BBIZep:KaB, OH OTBEPHYJICA U Ha
MHUT IPAKPBLI I'JIasa JjafoHbpo. — HMMmmeparo-
pa mopasuJi HeyT, paHbIlle HEU3BECTHLIN Y HAC
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